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Foreword R

- As we meet here in Atlanta thls year, I would tike us to".

think of Martin Luther King, Jr., who contrzbuted so much to
our progress toward‘equalzty

As a'sinall child, I used to travel with my father from De—. )

troit to Memphls to attend the annual convention ofithe

_ Church of God and Christ.. My mother would have to pack:

" big lunches for us to eat alorig the way because black people
- were not-allowed to stop in restaurants. In those times, black
" people were afraid for their lives because, they had seen the

horrible treatment meted out to those who broke any of Jim -

Crow’s rules.

Today, thanks to Martm Luther King; ]r we 1o longer

need to be afraid. Dr. King helped us overcome our fear: of
challenging racism artd violence to briitg about social re-

form. But even more, Dr. King’s leadershlp was so valuable -

because he allowed white people to redeem themselves of the
guilt they felt for the way they had treated us. '

When Martin Luther King spoke of social- reform, he al-
ways spoke about the importance of education in xmple- '

menting reform. Today his wife, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, is
perpetuatmg the King legacy with her leadership at the
King Center for Social Change and with the example she is
setting for people worldwide. It is up to-all of us to follow

the example of the I(mg famzly n workmg for equality for *

- everyone

Robert L. Green, Dean

College of LIrb'an"Developmént'.
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A Polztzcal Approach for Educators A

-

" ROBERT L. GREEN

a

]

_In recent years, ediication experts have .spent a great déal of

energy trying to improve the quality of urban schooling. They’

" have suggested that folleges of education develop currn:ula on
minority or urban culture and' that teachers be' \specially ‘trained
.to work in cities. Thgy have insisted that black, Chicano and native

American viewpoints be represented in textbooks and educational -

materials. They have|asserted that médern facilities—more ade-

quate libraries, video equipment, and larger, \less crowded,

classrooms—wypuld help clear up the stagnatlon of dur urban edu-
_cation systems. .

Although a great deal can be gamed from adoptmg these sug-
gestions, there is mo
The problems of urban schools are closely tied to the problems of
the larger urban society. Even if vee equipped urban sc{wols with
the latest in audiovisual equipment, sthe best texts and the best
‘teachers, .schools would still have to overcome severe barners to
learning. Education problems in our cities réach far beyond the

classroom. To solve these problems teachers and admlmstrators;’ '

e to improving quality educatlgm in cities. .




- .
L L e oL e v el
o | I - ST . * ‘ ST

/;"; . ‘ K . .j" “' . ey “.'.." . s “ ",‘",- ..‘.‘j"v“x . o
T > ) ‘ "4‘ _ L ‘ . . \ ST RN P
7/ . 6 L . BDUCATIONAL' REFORM AND THE NATIQN’E?OOR '
i LR o . . : b o . : v

" must become more than educators. They must becomé crusaders - ..
against urban ills such as unémploymen'rt, inadequate housing and.

|
crimie,

) . . ‘\"" . " “‘. ) ' _"' .".' ';./ .
.t o . Unemployment o0
At a recent Urban ‘League Conference .in ‘San’ Fr.ahci's'co,“' Cal-
ifornia,, Reprééemative‘Yvoﬁ\ne ‘Braithwaite Burke stated, "“True
, dignity, true freedont.are economic in 1974.” That being the case,
,many minotity and poor people in the densely’ populated areas”
- of American cities are deprived fof.human‘ai‘gnity'and thé economi¢ = .

v bt h

¢ ‘freedom whic‘h‘otben mericans enjoy.” .

i

" percent. Thesituation is even worse in selected areas. For exaniple, + .
.~ Detroit has been one of the hardest hit areas.economically. The fol-.
- lowing are the unemployment figures for Detrojt for an’ eight =
. mp’nth'period this year.? - N o L . '

February 1974 13.1 percent :June 1974 . .;132percent
- March 1974 13,1 percent / July 1974+ -a32percent - .
April 1974 12.8 percent’. August 1974 3.7 percent
. May 1974 . 12.5 percerit. September 1974 11.3 perdent

Milton Taylor an’dvbonaldéP‘eppard,.Michiga‘n Stéte'.Ui]ivlarsity .
economists, have been making frequent.trips .to Detroit td study -~ -

' ghe ec'onémicvsituation there. Mr. Peppard says¢hat during the - '
““summer months when students-enter the labor force; the unem- .
ployment figures for the jnner city double thosé of: the general' .

' -."metropolitan aréa. That}neané that last summer in the low-income,

- .minority areas of Detrqif, unemploymentreached from 26.4 percent - |
to 29.6 percent. Nearly one-third of the inner city work force was . -

unemployed. & | . i . SV
.. Besides high unemployment,_?@cks and other minorities face, o
discrimination in employment. n. 1973, District Court, Judge Da- * -~

mon Keith ordered the Detroit Edison Cempany to pay back wiges

to black victimsof “’deliberate and insidious”* racial discrimina-

‘ tion._z./\hs'o, in 1973, the American Telephone and Telegraph Corn- _
' pany agreed ta award fifteen million in back pay and an additional -

R ‘v “/ o]

"~ This year. unempioyment reached 12 'percent fn urban Iépyquy- P,
- ; areas, an increase over 1970 when urban uneniployment was 10 B

A.h

twenty-three million a year in raises to victims of the company’s -~ *

. unfair labor practices.® - . e St o
' In October 1974, the U S. Justice Department, the Equal Employ- . .
ment Opportunity Commission and the Department of Labor = *

. found Michigan Bell Telephone Company guilty of not meqtirig cooe

v o . ' - R -~
" . o .
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hiring and prombti 'goals for women in 19V73 74.4 Bell Was.also
. guilty of makmg ina equate efforts to recruit women and minority
men. . , . “ O - '

g Inadequate H’ ng oLt

Shabby, crver-priced housing is, frequently a consequence of *

A unemployment and poverty in the central city. In the U.S., ®ne-.

' forh 15ingss

-

]
L.

- <more than one

. mon sentences {n this scandal were probation and reduced jail
" ferms.® :

- third of the:nation’s ‘poor live in "substandard housmg S The De-
partment of Heal 1th, Education & Welfare' estlmates that in 1972,
.25 ml ion houseynolds (40 percent of the populatmn) were eligible

idies.®

~Often shodd hpUs‘lng 1is rented or sold to poor people for ex-,:’

. orbitant pngps ‘Federal officials and businessmen have beery
.. 1nd1cted in Ne

"York, Detroit, Phlladelphla and other citie for
housxng scandals,” In Detroit, there was a $250 million scandal
involving HU[Y programs. A real estate company offictal made
illion dollars by bribing Federal Housing Admm-
s, but his fine was only $20,000. The most éom-

istration appra

’

Hrunger—Who Shall Eat’ _ -

Another cons quence of unemployment and poverty is; hunger \

-"In the past twofyears famine has left half of the world in perpetual

L

hunger. More

an a quarter million people: have starved in India (;
and Africa.?

Ethiopia. more than one million of the population
ur million are near starvation.!® LastJunea “U.N. report
that 800 million people, almost one quarter of the world’s
population, may be suffering from malnutritich.1t. -

. World populasion, approaching four billion today, is expected‘

to reach ten to sixteen billion by 2100. This means that world-grain
productlon must increase three percent each yeatr to ‘feed the popu-

+ lation increase.1? y

The world hunger problem is somewhat, the resul of natural
disasters such as  flooding and” droﬂ'ght Some of the w tld climate

_ conditions depleting food reserves and increasin starvanon

‘

lnclude 3 N
- 1. Six years of. drought in, sub- Sahara Africa.
2. Year after year of good growing in the U.s. Mldwest broken .
-by several rairlless months this summer. .- b

% One-half of Bangladesh' flooded-while: nelghbomng Indla
- suffers famine due to lack of r&iqfall.

-~ .
.

l

.



-8 EDUCATIONAL REFORM AND THE NATION’S POOR'
Unfortunately, however, the selfishhess of the rich is also a factor
contributing to hunger. Recent times have found weaithy nations -

- buying up what food there is, leaving nothing for poor gountries: !4

' 1. Ethiopia, Nicaragua and Central Java consume only one-third
* the amolint of protein’ Americans do. e
2. Americans use five times the amount of grain that developing
- nations use. ’ . ' . o
3. Rugsia uses four times the amount of grain developing nations
use and Europe.-three times that ambunt. C o
4. Livestock of the U.S. eat two or thyee times better than the
.+ starving people of the hungry world. ' : o

- In addition we find such wasteful practices as the recent slaugh;
tering and burial of 636 calves by Wisconsin farmers who are pro- N
testing low farm prices. Fortunately, good sense prevailed in the
case/ An additional 1,000 calves were shipped to Honduras to
feed the victims of Hurricane Fifi.!5 It should be mentioned, paren-
thetically, that the news of this productive protest appeared on’
¢Page 3 and not on page 1 where news of the original calf slaughter-
*. ing made headlines. . . . - .
Even in the U.S. where people fare better than in most other
countries, many people are suffering from malnutrition. AS Louis "
Berg!¢ wrote in the Safurday Review/World, when it comes to tHe
matter of eatin&, it is precisely the poor man’s table which is hard- .
- _est hit: : o

The sharpest. price raises show up at coutiters displaying the
sorriest meats, the meanest fare, the bone and gristle of the lamb
'and steer, the wilted vegetable and the spotted and shriveléd\
potato, d ) .

Lo Berg points out that sm/;; bones, once given away, skll for $.49/1b. . : ” _
where He shops; sa pork-—all fat, no protein—has _i;}creased in *
price from $.69 to $1.19/lb; pig tails—all skin, bone and gristle—
never before displayed at meat counters, now sell for $.69/1b.:. and
newspapers and T.V. reported this wTk that the price of milk has -
just gone up another 16 cents a gallon. S

N Political Ideology and Hunger -
- o . " o .
. Isee an urgent need for the U.S. to examine its policiesregard-" * .
+ing access to American. food resources. There are indications that

" our government is using food as a political weapon. For example,
I recently riead that we have made a wheat deal with Egypt,a coun-

“irade,
: . © oo o -
. . . ,or .
: . . -~ N
. e
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'y 7 trythathappens te have the vast oil regources whifh the U.S. needs.
.~ 1 ask—what about those cquntries with millions of starving nten,
" women and childven and no minerals or raw materials which they

, can easily. batter for food? Are we to let these millions starve? The
U.Ss. governr‘:nt must let need weigh more than greed whenitcon- /=«

siders the distribution of resources. We must think of. those people,
at home and %broad, who need our support.
The followmg paragraph illustrates the relative affluencé of the
‘ Umted States ;tompared with that of other natlons_ 17 A"

.lf the world were a global village of 10 eople, 70 of them would

be unable to rkad, and only one. would have a college education,

Over 50 would be suffering from malnutrition, and over 80 would

. live in what!we call substandard housing:” If the world were a _

%}?bﬂ village of 100 residents, 6 of them would.-be Amencans o
ese 6 would have half of the village’s entire incomé, and the

other 94 would exlst on the other half. How would the weafthy. :

6 live ”in peace™ with their neighbors? Surely they would be

driven‘te arm themselves against the other 94... perhaps even

spend, as we do, more per % rson on military- defenSe than the o

total per person mcome of the others . S

- o

; _ ~ Urban. Mortalzty

a ‘The stressful co 1t10ns under which poor and mmonty peoples
live take their toll§ In 1967 infant mortality on egstside Detroit was-
more than, 40 pe¥*1000 live births, In the Cristo Rey commumty
in Lansing the infant mortality rate reached 65 per 1000 live births,
For Lansing residents who live in- what the Department of Public -

: Health. calls “’poor housing,” the infant mortality rate is 147 per

., 71000 live births. This figure is six and-one-half times higher than -

the national .average and fifty percent higher than the rate in .
Chile, the country with the hxghest mfant mortalxty rate in Latin .
America.18 0 . I
The situation for adults is also bleak Accordlng to. Kurt Gor-/ LR
‘witz, Assistant Director for Research and Analysis, Office of Health |
and Medical Affairs in Lansing, age adjusted mortality rates for .
. non-white male and female residents of the U.S. (I add, paren- -
_ thetically, most of whom live in our cities) are forty percent higher
- . than comparable fxgures for their white counterparts.' Life expec-
tancy as-a result, is about five years lower.1°
In a study to determine the causes of high mortality rates amo 5 .
. black males in chhxgan Gorwitz uncovered some startling fact

-

. Ohe of ﬁ/ery exght black ‘males in Mlchlgan will ultlmately die -

N . ‘.w*> ,
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. from an accident or homicide, given current rates 200 e,

The number of homicides among black men in igan, ages
15 44, has vmpally doubled in the last five years.?

» 5

ng these statistics to the Anierican Statlstlcal Assoc1at16n
irr Augyst, Gorwitz concluded:’ -

v

It may bé logically ar%ued that the nsmg and excessive hom1c1de
‘rate among black males is directly related to, Gultural, economic

and’social issues which must ultimately be rgeonciled and re- -

solved. However, such efforts would reqLure long-rangg on-
going (;ommltment 32

| , ‘Help or Self- Destructzon )
.~ lItis such an d¢h:going commitment th%} urge educators to make.
The rising homicide rate among .black males indicates that our

community is headlng on a path of self—destructlon pmmpted by
the miserable economlc ‘and socials condmons with which many

[l

_ have been forced to live. -+ * ¢ -

- These deplorablecondﬂ&:s have ex1sted for years. Discrimina-
tion against poor and minotity citizens is a fact. We knowy it is.

.-The question is: how do-w& deal with it? Blaming the white com- -

munity for our problems does not heffﬂ erase the;n We can’t maké
excuses any more; :

Fwnately, somé people are beglnnmg to act. For-instance,
the Black community is flnally beglnnmg to make some progress
in the fight against urban-crime, In Detroit, a predommgntly black
group, the Concerned Citizens' Counc1l has just launched a ""Citi-
zens’ Crusade against Crime.” In Phlladelphla, a similar group
has formed. Coleman Young, mayor of Detrolt has established

to, give these minority communities better police protection: and, -
reduce the number of crimes in those target. areas. Right now, a -
research team from Michigan State Un1ver31ty s College of Urban
Development is evaluating those mini-police stations to determine
their good and bad points so that new stations and the existing
.ones car do the best possible ]ob -

‘ -Such programs and actions are a good' start, but the minority
"-urban community is greatly in need- of help from the leadership . -

‘present here today. We are in pos1tlons to act as advocates and
spokesmen for.those who are less fortunate than us. We, as educa-

tors and as citizens, must begln d:campaign to call attentlon to -
the injustice and mlsery in urban" soc;et-y which adversely affect .

‘n

10 o

mini-police stations-in a number of ‘urban nelghborhoods to try -

7
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the quality of urban educatlon We can no longer drstmg
tween -our edueatlonal and political roles

L K : Reconnnendanons :

/- Oneof the first tasks fdcing educators is that of keeping informed
abgut political evelopments which may affect conditions in
schools and ¢ommunities. For example, the Equal Opportunity
"and Fair Employment Act of 1976 is being"developed currently
by the Subcommittee on Equal Opportunities of the House Com-

) mlttee on Education and Labadr. If passed, it will establish nation-
wide .machinery for ‘guaranteeing tq all adult Americans willing
and able to work, the availability of equal opportunity for eful
and rewarding employmentt ‘23 A=second law, the’ Housing and
Commumty Development Axt, provides financial assistance to

. communities which "’face critical social, ecpnomlc and environ-

mental -problemis.””24 The critical problems may be due to popula-
tion growth in urban areas and concentration of lower-income
. persons* in central citie® By supporting the 1mplementatlon of

: such féderal programs, educators can help expedite the improve- -

_ Tefthers should also fearn which agencies and offxcnals handle
complaints about racial dfscrimination, breaches of renters rights

men?f city living conditions. . -
and other civil rights violations. They should keep 6n the lookout"

« for such violations, report them immediately, then continue check- '

ing to make sure the’ problems are Peing resolved.

In addition to keeping informed themselves teachers and school
administrators should make an effort fo keep*parents advised of
what is going on inthe school and community. Parents, when

©  .aware of ‘issues which affect the children’s education, can become -
aetw,lsts and advocates for change. - . A

Only by making social change a’ hlgh pnonty can educators

hope to alleviate the problems plagumg city schools. Urban prob- °

?

f

" lems and educational problems are i a league together. Only by :

- overcomlrlg the first, may we adequately deal with the latter
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